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Curse the Darkness

Setting: Bare stage
Time: Right now.

Characters: (4 actors)
Bob

Ed

Lisa

Meagan

(Note: Though this is written for two men and two women, these
roles can be played by actors of any gender, any age.)



CURSE THE DARKNESS
Bare stage in semi-darkness.

Music plays—--something peppy and upbeat
and recognizable.

In the semi-darkness, two stagehands,
Bob and Meagan, enter carrying a large
table from offstage to downstage right.
Set it. Bob finds the marks on the
stage. Adjusts the table slightly.
They exit stage right.

Lisa, another stagehand, enters quickly
carrying a large box of props. She
takes it over to the table, places a
cloth over the table, and sets the

table with four complete place settings-
-napkins, plates, glasses, double forks
and spoons. She does this speedily and
with great skill.

Ed, another stagehand, enters quickly
carrying two chairs that he sets at the
table. He exits stage left.

Bob and Meagan enter carrying a heavy
couch and place it upstage left. Bob
finds the marks, adjusts the couch
slightly. He never passes any item on
stage without adjusting it slightly.
This annoys Meagan--she’s anxious to
get the scene set so the next play can
begin. They exit stage right.

Lisa pulls a candle out of the box and
places in the center of the table.
Adjusts it. Tries to light it with a
match. Match won’t light. Tries
again. Match won’t light.

Ed enters from stage left carrying a
small coffee table and places it stage
left of the couch and exits.

Lisa is still trying to light the
candle. None of the matches will
light.

Bob and Meagan enter carrying an
armchair, which they place stage right
of the couch.
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Bob adjusts it by an inch, then moves
the coffee table back to the other side
of the couch. Meagan isn’t so sure
that’s where it goes. Bob adjusts it
an inch.

Lisa still can’t get the candle to
light.

LISA
(loud stage whisper.)
Meagan. Help!

Meagan goes to help Lisa. She produces
a lighter from her pocket. It only
sparks.

Bob adjusts the coffee table by another
inch. Then exits.

The song finishes. Pause. Then
restarts from the beginning.

Ed enters carrying a large box full of
cans and a lamp. He sets down the box
and moves the coffee table back to the
stage left side of the couch. Then he
takes the cans downstage and quickly
starts making a pyramid.

Lisa and Meagan still can’t get the

candle 1lit.
MEAGAN
Screw 1it.
LISA
It has to be 1lit.
MEAGAN

Let’'s go! Let’s go!

Lisa starts trying matches again. And
again. And again.

LISA
Ed!

Ed leaves the pyramid of cans to help
Lisa and Meagan. He puts a hand on
Meagan’s hip.

Lisa notices.
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Ed tries the matches and the lighter.
No luck.

Bob enters carrying a laundry basket
full of clothes. He sees the coffee
table, moves it back to the other side
of the couch.

Bob notices how close Meagan and Ed are
standing to each other.

Ed and Meagan notice Bob. Meagan backs
half a step away from Ed.

Bob shrugs and starts to toss the
laundry around the couch and floor. He
throws it quickly, but then adjusts
each item of clothing so that it’s just
so.

Ed leaves the table.

MEAGAN
(to Lisa) Just forget it. Let’s go!

Ed moves the coffee table back to the
other side of the couch. Megan sees
him.

MEAGAN
Ed!

Lisa returns to frantically trying to
light the candle. She’s getting
increasingly worked up about it.

Bob watches Ed.

BOB
It doesn’t go there.
ED
Yes, it does.
Ed goes back to constructing the
pyramid of cans.
Bob moves the coffee table back to the
other side.
MEAGAN

Come on.
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Bob adjusts the coffee table by an
inch, then goes back to spreading
clothes.

Ed leaves the cans and moves the coffee
table again.

MEAGAN
Tick tock.

LTISA
(still trying the candle)
I can’'t do it. I can’t do it.

Bob leaves the laundry and goes over to
Ed and the coffee table.

Meagan joins them, close to Ed.

BOB
Don’t take his side in this.
MEAGAN
Bob.
ED
You get it wrong every night.
BOB
Don’'t talk to me.
MEAGAN
Let’s go.
Bob picks up the coffee table and
emphatically places it on the stage
right side of the couch.
BOB
It goes here.
ED
You're wrong.
MEAGAN
Bob.
BOB

Of course you’d take his side.

MEAGAN
Don't.



